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PASS AGRICULTURE FOR ITP DIV. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR/FR 

SUBJECT: DEBATISSE PRESS CONFERENCE 

IN A PRESS CONFERENCE GIVEN ON NOVEMBER 15, FOLLOWING 
MEETING WITH EC AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER GUNDELACH, 

MICHEL DEBATISSE, PRESIDENT OF MAJOR FRENCH FARM ORGANIZA- 
TION, F.N.S.E.A., MADE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS: 

- FRENCH FARMERS ARE STRONGLY OPPOSED TO DEFICIENCY PAY- 
MENTS AND TO SUBSIDIZING OF CONSUMPTION OF SOME FOOD 
PRODUCTS SUCH AS BUTTER. 

- GIVEN THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF THE CORRESPONSIBILITY TAX ON 
MILK, FRENCH FARMERS EXPECT THAT THIS TAX RAISED FUND BE 
USED TO CONQUER NEW OUTLETS FOR DAIRY PRODUCTS. 

- FRANCE HOPES TO HAVE QUOTE MORE BALANCED RELATIONSHIPS 
UNQUOTE WITH THE UNITED STATES AND WOULD REACT TO ANY 
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U.S. DECISIONS HAMPERING EC-LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY. THIS IS 
TO SAY THAT THE AGRICULTURAL TRADE BALANCE IS TOO MUCH 
IN FAVOR OF THE UNITED STATES, THAT FRENCH DAIRYMEN WANT 
MORE ACCESS TO THE U.S. MARKET, AND THAT A RESTRICTION ON 
MEAT IMPORTS BY THE UNITED STATES WOULD MEET A STRONG EC 
REACTION. HE ALSO SAID THAT IT IS IN THE U.S. INTEREST 
FOR THE EC TO HAVE STRONG LIVESTOCK NUMBERS, MEANING IT 
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IS GOOD FOR U.S. FEED INGREDIENT EXPORTS. 

- COMMERCIAL AGREEMENTS SHOULD BE SEARCHED FOR BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND THE EEC (FOR DAIRY PRODUCTS MAINLY) 

- AN EC POLICY FOR FATS AND OILS IS NEEDED AND FRENCH 
FARMERS ACKNOWLEDGE THAT CONTRARY TO TAKING EC PROTEIN 
DEFICIT FOR GRANTED AS PREVIOUSLY, EC AUTHORITIES NOW 
DEEM THAT IT IS A GAP TO BRIDGE. 

- MCA'S SHOULD BE DISMANTLED IN THREE YEARS, INSTEAD OF 
SEVEN YEARS AS CONTEMPLATED BY THE EC COMMISSION. 

- FRENCH FARMERS EXPECT THAT THREE NEW CANDIDATES FOR THE 
ENTRY INTO THE EEC WILL RESPECT DISCIPLINE OF REGULATIONS 
PERTAINING TO WINE, FRUITS AND VEGETABLES IN THE TRANSI- 
TIONARY PERIOD PRIOR TO THEIR ACCESS INTO THE COMMUNITY. 
THEY PROPOSE THAT CONTRACT PRICES WITH THESE COUNTRIES 
NOT BE LOWER THAN EC-INTERVENTION PRICES FOR WINE AND 
WITHDRAWAL PRICES FOR FRUITS AND VEGETABLES, ADJUSTED FOR 
TRANSPORTATION COSTS. 

HARTMAN 
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